The moss Symphyodon erraticus has been discovered from the Western Ghats and is an addition to the moss flora of the W. Ghats. A brief description with illustrations and a colour plate is provided.
Introduction
Mitten (1859), described a new species of moss Stereodon erraticus based on specimens from Southeast Asia. Jaeger (1878) placed it under Symphyodon Mont. and made a new combination Symphyodon erraticus. Since then, this species has been listed only in checklists (Bruehl, 1931; O'Shea, 2002; Lal, 2005 
Discussion
Symphyodon erraticus is so far known only from South and Southeast Asia. In India, it is known from the Himalaya and presently from the Western Ghats. With Sri Lanka and the Western Ghats in Peninsular India generally treated as a single biodiversity hotspot (Gunawardene et al., 2007) , this species appears to have a very restricted distribution. Further, its occurrence in the evergreen forests of the Western Ghats stresses the need for conservation of evergreen forests which generally harbour delicate mosses such as S. erraticus which are sensitive to loss of humidity resulting from the opening up of forest canopy. 
